1) Virginia Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services (VDACS) has announced detection of the spotted lanternfly in Prince William County. https://www.lancasterfarming.com/farming/produce/spotted-lanternfly-detected-in-prince-william-county-virginia/article_6de338c9-bccd-52fc-a5b7-ebc082410f7e.html The lanternfly has previously been detected in Clarke, Frederick, and Warren counties.  VDACS did not reveal where in PW the “isolated detection” occur. Nor has it added PW to the quarantine. Still, they ask homeowners, nurseries & related businesses and local governments to search for the lanternfly.  Detection and identification information is easily found on the ‘web.
2) Virginia Tech reports that USDA experts have confirmed the presence in Virginia of the elm zigzag sawfly, Aproceros leucopoda. The collection of larvae in Virginia was taken from Chinese elm, but elm zigzag sawfly is also known to feed on American elm, English elm, Siberia elm and several other elm species. The insect has previously been known to be present in Canada. See the announcement (with helpful pictures of symptoms) at https://www.growertalks.com/Newsletters/View/?article=3500
3) University scientists in Washington State have carried out Koch’s Postulates proving that Vinca minor is a host for Phytophthora ramorum, which causes sudden oak death. APHIS has not yet amended its list of hosts to include vinca – the agency is in the process of changing its host-listing procedures.  See Elliott, M.; Rollins, L.; Bourret, T. and Chastagner, G. 2021. First report of leaf blight caused by Phytophthora ramorum on periwinkle (Vinca minor) in Washington State, USA. Plant Disease. https://doi.org/10.1094/PDIS-08-20-1721-PDN. (Early view.)

